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REGARDING THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF THE INITIAL
AREA OF THE OFFSHORE WIND FARM PROJECT “SAARE-LIIVI”

The Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania would like to thank the Ministry
of Climate of the Republic of Estonia for submission of environmental impact assessment (EIA)
report of the offshore wind farms project ,,Saare-Liivi“ (hereinafter also referred to as the Project).

The Ministry of Environment, as an authority responsible for coordination of the
transboundary EIA process in accordance with the UNECE Convention on Environmental Impact
Assessment in a transboundary Context (Espoo Convention) published the received
documentation on its website and distributed it to the relevant national authorities, providing an
opportunity to submit comments and proposals.

The Ministry of Environment did not receive any comments or proposals from the public.
However, we did receive some essential proposals and suggestions from the State Protected Area
Service.

We agree with the conclusion of the EIA report stating that the second main alternative may
have a significant impact on the populations of the black-tailed godwit (Melanitta fusca) and the
snow duck (Clangula hyemalis), i.e. birds whose aggregations during migration and wintering are
protected in special national and “Natura 2000” areas Lithuania. Therefore, this alternative is not
acceptable in the context of protection of birds in Lithuania.

Regarding the third alternative (alternative site with a reduced northeast angle as shown in
Figure 4.1-1 of the EIA report), it could be considered as acceptable if all the environmental im-
pact mitigation measures outlined in the environmental impact assessment report are implemented.
However, considering the sensitivity of the protected species, the EIA report lacks a clear plan for
selecting and implementing measures to avoid significant impacts on biodiversity or compensat-
ory measures in case they cannot be avoided, if a significant impact occurs. The EIA report should
outline a plan for actions if monitoring reveals that the impact is significant and the measures pro-
posed in the EIA report to mitigate the effects are insufficient. We recommend preparing a plan
that indicates the threshold values for significant impact on species, as well as the timeline and
mechanism for decision-making and implementation, in case a significant impact occurs. This
would correspond to the European Commission's guide “Managing Natura 2000 sites. The provi-
sions of Article 6 of the 'Habitats' Directive 92/43/EEC”: ,.,for the competent authority to be able
to decide if the mitigation measures are sufficient to remove any potential adverse effects of the
plan or project on the site (and do not inadvertently cause other adverse effects on the species and
habitat types in question), each mitigation measure must be described in detail, with an explana-
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tion based on scientific evidence of how it will eliminate or reduce the adverse impacts which
have been identified. Information should also be provided of how, when and by whom they will be
implemented, and what arrangements will be put in place to monitor their effectiveness and take
corrective measures if necessary.

We would like to draw attention that the EIA report includes provisions for a long-term
monitoring period for certain bird species, but not for those species, which are sensitive to the
impacts of wind farms. This fact may compromise the results of long-term monitoring and impact
control; therefore we suggest revising the monitoring periods for birds.

Finally, we would like to point out that the cumulative impacts on bird species, considering
other wind farm parks planned in the Baltic Sea, are not sufficiently assessed.

Although Chapter 5 of the EIA report “Cumulative Impacts” indicates the main sources of
cumulative impacts and potential effects, such as displacement of birds from their usual habitats
and increased risk of birds colliding with the turbines, it would be useful to foresee measures of
managing cumulative impacts and risks.

We kindly request to consider the above-mentioned comments and suggestions, and to
inform us how they were taken into account. We also kindly ask you to send us information
mentioned in Article 6 of the Espoo Convention when the final decision is made and according to
Article 7 inform us about the results of post project analysis of the Project.

Yours sincerely,

Vice-minister
Tomas Vaitkevic¢ius

R. Griskeviciené, +370 69511585, e-mail: rasa.griskeviciene@am.lt
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